DRIVING IN OKINAWA.
DRIVING WITHOUT A LICENSE:  Driving a POV (Y-plate) without a USFJ-4 License is ILLEGAL.  Do not allow a family member or anyone to drive your vehicle without a USFJ-4 license.  You are not allowed to drive a Y-plate vehicle with an International Drivers License.

DRIVING WITHOUT INSURANCE:  By law you are required to maintain insurance on your vehicle JCI and Liability Insurance.

EXPIRED LICENSES/RENEWALS:  There is an expiration date on all POV driving permits/licenses.  If your license has expired, you must renew your license at any time on Mondays (0730 - 1530) and Tuesday-Friday (1115 - 1530).  You will need your ID card, Extension Orders, SOFA License, and a new USFJ-4 card.  All USFJ-4 application cards must be signed by the CO if you are an E-5 and below or signed by the sponsor if the individual is under the age of 18.  All contractors must have a letter from the SJA office.

DUPLICATES:  You will need a Local Records Check from PMO, Bldg #496, RM # 203.  Army personnel and dependents will need to get a Local Records Check through Torii Station.  If you are in the military you will need a letter from the CO, stating that your license is not currently under suspension, revocation, or being withheld for administrative purposes.  E-6 and above may generate their own letter.  You will also need a new USFJ-4 application card.  All USFJ-4 application cards must be signed by the CO if you are an E-5 and below or signed by the sponsor if the individual is under the age of 18.

NEWCOMERS ORIENTATION BRIEF:  All accompanied personnel, along with their family members age 10 and older, and all SNCO'S, Officers (O-6 and below), and DOD civilian employees are required to attend the Newcomers Orientation Brief within two weeks after arrival.  Attendance is mandatory prior to receiving certain privileges such as a USFJ driver’s license.

CONDITION OF YOUR VEHICLE:  Check the fuel, coolant, engine oil, depth of tire read, and other items as necessary, and have it repaired if you find anything wrong.  It’s illegal to drive a vehicle with an inadequately serviced steering wheel, brakes, muffler, or any other parts that could present a risk or nuisance to other people or vehicles.

SEAT BELTS:  Seat belts are mandatory for everyone riding in an automobile.  Children 4 years old and under, must be properly secured in a car-seat.  A child that is older but weighs less than 45 lbs. has to be secured in a car-seat.  It is YOUR responsibility to insure everyone is properly secured with a seatbelt; it’s the LAW on-base or off-base
RED LIGHTS:  No left turns on a RED light when driving Off base or when driving On base.   Do not run a RED light at any intersection; it is illegal and dangerous.  Do not be a part of the 3 to 5 cars that run a RED light at intersection, again that is ILLEGAL and DANGEROUS.  Be patient when driving out in town.  Leave early to arrive early.

GREEN LIGHTS:  Do not stop in the middle of an intersection on a GREEN light, it will turn RED and you will be holding the flow of traffic.   

TURNING SIGNALS:  Always use your turn signals when making a lane change or turning into another street or driveway.  Make sure you look back and check your blind spots prior to making your movement.

INTERSECTIONS:  Do not make a lane change in the middle of an intersection.  Lane changes are done 30 meters/100 feet prior to an intersection or crosswalk.

PEDESTRIANS:  On-base or Off-base, Pedestrians have the Right-of-Way; ALWAYS.

CELL PHONES, HEADPHONES, and EARPHONES:  The use of a cell phone while driving is prohibited.  Hands free cell phone devises are authorized.  The wearing of portable headphones, earphones, or other listening devises while driving, jogging, running, walking, skateboarding, roller blading, or bicycling on or along roadways or streets is prohibited.

INCLEMENT WEATHER:  Reduce speed during inclement weather.  Normal following distance is at least 4 seconds under good driving conditions.  If the weather gets bad and road conditions worsen, SLOW DOWN.  

BUSES/EMERGENCY VEHICLES:  Always have the Right-of-Way.

ILLEGAL PARKING:  The driver or owner of an illegally parked vehicle is liable for the payment of the ticket, expenses incurred for towing, and storing of the vehicle.   You can easily spend a couple of hundred dollars up to over a thousand dollars for illegally parking a car.  Do not tamper or remove an Illegal Parking Sticker if one has been placed on your vehicle.

PARKING YOUR VEHICLE:  When you park your vehicle on the street, park your vehicle with the flow of traffic, not against it.

DEFENSIVE DRIVING:  Always DRIVE DEFENSIVELY, obey all traffic rules and regulations.  Keep your eyes open when you drive.  Keep you eyes on the road and ALWAYS be courteous and patient.

POV OFFICE:  The following number will provide you with POV information 645-3369 or you can access our web site for additional information www.mcbbutler.usmc.mil/info/driving.  We are located in Bldg 5831, Camp Foster.

