POV OFFICE

THE MARINE CORPS BASE PRIVATELY OWNED VEHICLE LICENSING SECTION HOURS OF OPERATION IS FROM 0730 TO 1530 MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY.  WE ARE LOCATED IN BUILDING 5831 ABOARD CAMP FOSTER, OKINAWA JAPAN.

FOR INFORMATION CONCERNING MOTORCYCLES OR THE MOTORCYCLE SAFETY COURSE, PLEASE DIAL 634-2450.

A. POV LICENSE
1. POV SOFA TESTS ARE GIVEN TUESDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 0745 AND

0945.  YOU CAN ACCESS A SOFA “DRIVING MANUAL” STUDY GUIDE AT THE FOLLOWING WEB SITE www.mcbbutler.usmc.mil/info/driving.              

 2.  “ALL ACCOMPANIED PERSONNEL, ALONG WITH THEIR FAMILY MEMBERS AGE 10 AND OLDER, AND ALL SNCO'S, OFFICERS, AND DOD CIVILIAN EMPLOYEES ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND THE NEWCOMER'S ORIENTATION WITHIN TWO WEEKS AFTER ARRIVAL.  ATTENDANCE AT THE NEWCOMER'S ORIENTATION IS MANDATORY PRIOR TO RECEIVING CERTAIN PRIVILEGES SUCH AS A USFJ DRIVER'S LICENSE.”  THIS IS INTENDED FOR MARINES, NAVY PERSONNEL, FAMILY MEMBERS, AND DOD PERSONNEL ATTACHED TO MARINE UNITS IN OKINAWA

  3.  INFORMATION IN THE DRIVING MANUAL AS WELL AS ALL ROAD SIGNS   

AND JAPANESE DUI LAWS ARE TESTABLE WHEN YOU TAKE THE SOFA    

TEST.  EVERYONE HAS TO TAKE THE SOFA TEST BEFORE THEY CAN BE    

ISSUED A DRIVING PERMIT.

  4. EVERYONE WILL NEED THE FOLLOWING ITEMS TO RECEIVE A POV   

PERMIT/LICENSE.

     -YOUR MILITARY OR SOFA ID CARD 

     -VALID STATE DRIVERS LICENSE

     -COMPLETED THE  “NEWCOMERS ORIENTATION BRIEF” OR JRC BRIEF.

     -DIC CARD (25 YEARS OLD AND YOUNGER)

     -CONTRACTORS AND THEIR FAMILY MEMBERS ARE ALSO REQUIRED TO   

       HAVE A LETTER FROM THE SJA’S OFFICE AUTHORIZING THEM TO RECEIVE

       A DRIVERS LICENSE/PERMIT.

     -FAMILY MEMBERS WILL NEED ONE OF THE FOLLOWING TO VERIFY   

       SOFA STATUS: 

    -PASSPORT 

    -A COPY OF SPONSORS ORDERS

    -AREA CLEARANCE  

  5. FAMILY MEMBERS WILL ALSO NEED A COMPLETED USFJ-4 APPLICATION FILLED OUT BY THE MEMBER APPLYING FOR THE LICENSE.  THE SPONSOR MUST SIGN THE USFJ-4 IF THE INDIVIDUAL IS UNDER 18.  A POWER OF ATTORNEY IS REQUIRED IF SPONSOR IS DEPLOYED.

  6. ALL E-5 AND BELOW WILL NEED THE SIGNATURE OF THEIR BATTALION OR SQUADRON COMMANDER OR CIVILIAN EQUIVALENT ON THEIR USFJ-4 APPLICATION (SIGNATURES ARE VERIFIED).  “BY DIRECTION” SIGNATURES ARE NOT ACCEPTED.  CPLS AND BELOW (25 AND UNDER) MUST GO THROUGH THE CG 5 DAY COURSE.
  7. ALL MILITARY, FAMILY MEMBERS, CONTRACTORS, AND DOD PERSONNEL UNDER THE AGE OF 26 MUST ATTEND A DRIVERS IMPROVEMENT COURSE TAUGHT IN OKINAWA OR MAINLAND JAPAN PRIOR TO RECEIVEING A POV PERMIT/LICENSE.  DIC CARDS FROM THE CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES ARE NOT APPLICABLE.   

B. LEARNERS PERMIT’S
  1. IF YOU HAVE NEVER HAD A DRIVERS LICENSE BEFORE, YOU MUST ATTEND THE DRIVERS IMPROVEMENT COURSE (DIC).  FAMILY MEMBERS GOING THROUGH “SCHILLING DRIVING SCHOOL” STILL NEED TO TAKE THE DIC CLASS AND THE SOFA TEST BEFORE THEY CAN BE ISSUED A LEARNERS PERMIT.

  2. THE MINIMUM REQUIRED AGE FOR A LEARNERS PERMIT IS 16 YEARS OF AGE.

  3. IF YOU ARE GOING TO ATTEND “SCHILLING DRIVING SCHOOL” YOU MUST BRING A COPY OF THE RECEIPT AS PROOF OF REGISTRATION. 

  4. FAMILY MEMBERS UNDER THE AGE OF 18 REQUIRING A LEARNERS PERMIT MUST HAVE THE USFJ-4 APPLICATION SIGNED BY THEIR SPONSOR. 

  5. E-5 AND BELOW REQUIRING A LEARNERS PERMIT MUST HAVE THE USFJ-4 APPLICATION SIGNED BY THEIR BATTALION OR SQUADRON COMMANDER.  CPLS AND BELOW (25 AND UNDER) MUST GO THROUGH THE CG 5 DAY COURSE.

  6. THE SPONSOR MUST BE PRESENT TO SIGN A “LETTER OF RESPONSIBILITY” IF YOU ARE BEING TRAINED BY YOUR SPONSOR OR BY YOUR COMMAND (SNCO OR ABOVE). 

  7. EVERYONE WILL NEED THE FOLLOWING ITEMS TO RECEIVE A LEARNERS PERMIT.

  -YOUR MILITARY OR SOFA ID CARD 

  -DRIVERS IMPROVEMENT CARD 

  -COMPLETED THE  “NEWCOMERS ORIENTATION BRIEF” OR JRC BRIEF.

  - FAMILY MEMBERS OF CONTRACTORS ARE ALSO REQUIRED TO HAVE A

    LETTER FROM THE SJA AUTHORIZING THEM TO RECEIVE A PERMIT.

  -FAMILY MEMBERS WILL NEED ONE OF THE FOLLOWING TO VERIFY SOFA    

    STATUS: 

    -PASSPORT 

    -A COPY OF SPONSORS ORDERS 

    -AREA CLEARANCE  

C. DUPLICATES AND RENEWALS

  1. DUPLICATES- PERMITS THAT HAVE BEEN STOLEN, LOST, OR DESTROYED CAN BE OBTAINED BETWEEN THE HOURS OF 1130 AND 1530 MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY.

-YOU MUST HAVE A BACKGROUND CHECK FROM THE PROVOST        

  MARSHALS OFFICE LOCATED AT BUILDING 496 IN ROOM 203. 

-ALL ACTIVE DUTY E-5 AND BELOW ARE REQUIRED TO OBTAIN A LETTER  

  FROM THEIR BATTALION OR SQUADRON COMMANDER STATING THAT  

  THEIR LICENSE HAS NOT BEEN REVOKED OR WITHHELD FOR  

  ADMINISTRATIVE REASONS. 

-SPECIAL SITUATIONS WILL ALWAYS BE CONCIDERED ON A CASE-BY- 

  CASE BASIS.

  2. RENEWALS- RENEWALS ARE ISSUED BETWEEN THE HOURS OF 1130 AND 1530 MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY. 

  YOU MUST HAVE THE FOLLOWING TO GET A RENEWAL: 

-MILITARY OR SOFA STATUS ID CARD

-OLD SOFA LICENSE

-E-5 AND BELOW MUST HAVE THEIR USFJ-4 APPLICATION SIGNED      

  BY THEIR BATALION OR SQUADRON COMMANDER 

-FAMILY MEMBERS UNDER THE AGE OF 18 MUST HAVE THEIR 

  USFJ-4 APPLICATION SIGNED BY THEIR SPONSOR 

-A POWER OF ATTORNEY IS REQUIRED IF SPONSOR IS DEPLOYED 

-YOU MUST ALSO HAVE EXTENTION ORDERS OR CONCURING     

  DOCUMENT SHOWING YOUR NEW ROTATION OR EXTENTION DATE

-FAMILY MEMBERS OF CONTRACTORS ARE ALSO REQUIRED TO HAVE A

    LETTER FROM THE SJA AUTHORIZING THEM TO RECEIVE A RENEWAL. 

  3. IF YOUR LICENSE HAS BEEN EXPIRED FOR 6 MONTH’S OR MORE, YOU MUST RETAKE THE SOFA TEST.

D. ROAD/SKILLS TEST
  1. ROAD SKILLS TESTS ARE GIVEN EVERY MONDAY AND FRIDAY BY APPOINTMENT ONLY.

2. YOU MUST HAVE THE FOLLOWING WITH YOU TO TAKE A ROAD/SKILLS  

    TEST:

-YOUR LEARNERS PERMIT AND ID CARD  

-THE SPONSER MUST PROVIDE A SAFE VEHICLE FOR THE ROAD   

  TEST.  IF THE VEHICLE IS NOT SAFE TO DRIVE, YOU WILL NEED TO  

   RESCHEDULE FOR A NEW APPOINTMENT. 

  3.  THE SPONSOR WILL WAIT WHILE THE ROAD/SKILLS TEST IS IN PROGRESS. 

E. INTERNATIONAL DRIVERS LICENSE
  1. INFORMATION FOR AN INTERNATIONAL DRIVERS LICENSE CAN BE OBTAINED BY CALLING THE JAPANESE LICENSING OFFICE AT 868-3401 EXTENTION 203, ASK FOR MR. GISHI.  AN INTERNATIONAL DRIVERS LICENSE CAN ONLY BE USED OUTSIDE OF THE COUNTRY THAT ISSUED IT TO YOU. 

F. DRIVERS IMPROVEMENT
  1. THE DRIVERS IMPROVEMENT CLASS GOES ON WEDNESDAYS AND EVERY THURSDAY FROM 0700 TO 1630. IT IS A ONE-DAY CLASS, BY APPOINTMENT ONLY.  BE AT BLDG 5831 BY 0645, ACTIVE DUTY MEMBERS MUST BE IN UNIFORM.  ALL MARINE CORPORALS AND BELOW, 25 AND YOUNGER, MUST ATTEND THE CG 5-DAY DIC COURSE.
  2. TO SIGN UP, LOG ON TO http://www.mcbbutler.usmc.mil/INFO/DRIVING
-CLICK ON “DRIVERS IMPROVEMENT REQUEST FORM”.  FILL OUT THE REQUIRED INFORMATION AND SEND IT IN.

3. YOU WILL RECEIVE A CONFIRMATION NUMBER/DATE WITHIN 5 

WORKING DAYS FOR THE CLASS VIA E-MAIL.  IF YOU DO NOT RECEIVE A CONFIRMATION DATE, PLEASE GIVE US A CALL.

  4.  YOU CAN ALSO SIGN UP IN PERSON, BLD 5831/BASE SAFETY, RM 118.

5.  YOU WILL NEED YOUR ID CARD, PEN/PENCIL AND PAPER TO TAKE NOTES.

G. CG 5-DAY DRIVERS IMPROVEMENT COURSE

1. THIS IS A 5-DAY, 0730 TO 1630,COURSE.

2. ALL CORPORALS AND BELOW, 25 AND YOUNGER, MUST ATTEND THIS COURSE BEFORE THEY CAN BE ISSUED A POV PERMIT TO DRIVE IN OKINAWA.

3. LOG ON TO WWW.MCBBUTLER.USMC.MIL/INFO/DRIVING FOR MORE INFORMATION.

