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1.  THE RIGHT TO VOTE IS ONE OF OUR MOST IMPORTANT CIVIL LIBERTIES.  MOREOVER, VOTING IS AN OBLIGATION THAT ACCOMPANIES AND PROTECTS THE FREEDOMS WE ENJOY.  SINCE THE BIRTH OF OUR NATION, AMERICANS HAVE UNDERSTOOD THEIR OBLIGATION AS CITIZENS TO VOTE.  BY EXERCISING THEIR RIGHT TO VOTE AND BY MEETING THEIR OBLIGATION TO EXPRESS THEMSELVES WITH THE BALLOT, AMERICANS HAVE PRESERVED OUR DEMOCRATIC SYSTEM.  WE MUST CONTINUE TO ENCOURAGE ALL ELIGIBLE MARINES, CIVILIAN MARINES AND THEIR FAMILY MEMBERS TO CONTINUE TO EXERCISE THEIR RIGHT TO VOTE AND BE HEARD. 

2.  THE MISSION OF THE MARINE CORPS VOTER REGISTRATION PROGRAM IS TO ENSURE THAT EVERY ELIGIBLE MARINE, CIVILIAN MARINE, THEIR ELIGIBLE FAMILY MEMBERS, AND OTHER PERSONNEL ATTACHED TO, OR SERVING WITH MARINE CORPS UNITS ARE AFFORDED EVERY OPPORTUNITY TO VOTE. PAST ELECTION STATISTICS AND RECENT INSPECTOR GENERAL VISITS INDICATE THERE IS ROOM FOR IMPROVEMENT WITHIN OUR CORPS REGARDING VOTER REGISTRATION.  WE MUST DO A BETTER JOB ENCOURAGING EVERYONE ELIGIBLE TO REGISTER AND PROVIDING THEM THE INFORMATION AND TOOLS TO DO SO. THIS MISSION IS ESPECIALLY IMPORTANT DURING 2004 AS IT IS A PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION YEAR.

3.  VOTING ASSISTANCE OFFICERS (VAO'S) ARE LEADERS APPOINTED BY THEIR COMMANDERS TO EDUCATE, TRAIN, AND INFORM MEMBERS OF THE COMMAND AND THEIR FAMILIES ABOUT VOTING PROCEDURES.  COMMANDERS AT ALL LEVELS SHOULD SUPPORT AND ENCOURAGE THE EFFORTS OF VAO'S AND ENSURE ADEQUATE TIME IS PROVIDED FOR TRAINING.  WITH THE ACTIVE SUPPORT OF

COMMANDERS, VAO'S CAN ENSURE ALL ELIGIBLE PERSONNEL HAVE THE INFORMATION THEY NEED TO EXERCISE THEIR RIGHT TO VOTE AND PRESERVE THIS VITAL PART OF THE FREEDOM THEY DEFEND!

4.  THERE ARE SEVERAL AREAS THAT VAO'S MUST FOCUS ON DURING THE COMING MONTHS:

A.  VAO'S MUST CONTINUALLY WORK TO ENHANCE VOTER AWARENESS AND ENCOURAGE VOTER PARTICIPATION.  TO ASSIST IN THIS TASK, THE VAO WILL UTILIZE ALL RESOURCES AVAILABLE INCLUDING MCO 1742.1A, THE USMC VOTING ACTION PLAN AND USMC VOTING PRESENTATIONS.  THESE RESOURCES ARE ALL LOCATED ON THE MARINE CORPS VOTING WEB PAGE:

WWW.MANPOWER.USMC.MIL.  SELECT "PERSONAL AND FAMILY READINESS" AND THEN SELECT "VOTING."

B.  VAO'S SHOULD MAXIMIZE TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES AND INFORM MARINES OF THE PROCEDURES FOR REGISTERING TO VOTE.  ALL ELIGIBLE VOTERS ARE ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND THE FEDERAL VOTING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (FVAP) VOTING WORKSHOPS THAT WILL BE HELD AT VARIOUS MILITARY INSTALLATIONS THROUGHOUT THE UPCOMING YEAR.  THESE WORKSHOPS ARE REQUIRED TRAINING FOR VAO'S AND ARE OPEN TO ALL CITIZENS WHO WANT TO LEARN MORE ABOUT VOTER REGISTRATION AND VOTING IN GENERAL.  FVAP WORKSHOPS ARE OPEN TO EVERYONE, REGARDLESS OF THE SERVICE HOSTING THE WORKSHOP.  THE MARINE CORPS WILL HOST SIX FVAP WORKSHOPS AT THE FOLLOWING INSTALLATIONS:

KANEOHE BAY, HI; CAMP PENDLETON, CA; CHERRY POINT, NC; CAMP LEJEUNE, NC; QUANTICO, VA; AND OKINAWA, JA.  

A FUTURE MARADMIN WILL ANNOUNCE DATES, TIMES AND SPECIFIC LOCATIONS FOR THESE WORKSHOPS.

C.  THE VAO SHOULD PLAN AHEAD TO ENSURE THEY HAVE ADEQUATE QUANTITIES OF VOTING MATERIALS.  SUFFICIENT ON-HAND QUANTITIES OF THE FEDERAL POST CARD APPLICATION (FPCA, SF-76) IS OF PARTICULAR IMPORTANCE.  POLICY REQUIRES INDIVIDUALS BE PROVIDED THE FPCA, IN-HAND, BY 15 JANUARY EACH CALENDAR YEAR.  MCO 1742.1A DETAILS REQUIREMENTS FOR FPCA DELIVERY AND CONTAINS DETAILED INFORMATION ON PROCEDURES TO ORDER ALL VOTING RELATED MATERIALS.

5.  MARINE CORPS STAFF SERGEANT TREVOR P. ALLEN, WINNER OF THE FVAP VOTING SLOGAN CONTEST, IS RIGHT ON TARGET WITH HIS SLOGAN "OUR COUNTRY, OUR LEADERS, OUR CHOICE, VOTE!"  EXERCISE YOUR RIGHT TO VOTE.

6.  SEMPER FIDELIS, M. W. HAGEE, GENERAL, U.S. MARINE CORPS,COMMANDANT OF THE MARINE CORPS.//
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